
Portland Actuarial Club

To:
Portland Actuarial Club Members and their Guests

From:
Kelvin Wursten, 2009-2010 Secretary/Treasurer
Date:
November 5, 2009
Re:
November 17, 2009 Meeting Announcement
Dear Members and Guests,

The next meeting of the Portland Actuarial Club will be Tuesday, November 17, 2009, at 12:00 noon at The Heathman, 1001 SW Broadway, Portland, OR 97205.  The November meeting will include the following presentation:
	Topic:  “Genes and Orphans”
Brave new world genetic testing may become a cost driver in the future.  Orphan drugs to treat uncommon diseases are already having a cost impact.  The combination of genome analysis and customized drug therapies will combine these two scientific advances with likely significant cost consequences.

 Presenter:  Csaba L. Mera, MD, FAAP, FRCPC
Dr. Mera is the Medical Director of The ODS Companies in Portland, Oregon.  He developed the organization’s Healthcare Services department whose functions are medical management, disease management, health promotion and wellness.  He provides leadership for ODS Quality Programs responsible coordinating the company’s strategic quality initiatives. Dr. Mera also provides medical expertise and support to other ODS departments, including Pharmaceutical Programs, Underwriting, Professional Services, Claims, Customer Service, Corporate Compliance and Marketing.  

Prior to joining ODS Health Plans, Dr. Mera was the Chief Medical Officer of UltraLink, LLC in Costa Mesa, California, a healthcare benefits consulting services company working with Fortune 500 companies.  

Over the past decade Dr. Mera has served in a variety of management and leadership roles with provider groups and health plans.  He served as Chief of Staff, Pediatric Department Chairman and Medical Director at CIGNA HealthCare of Southern California, FHP and PacifiCare of California.  His responsibilities included leadership of clinical operations at seven regional multi-specialty medical offices and an 84-physician pediatric department.  Additionally, he was the statewide medical director responsible for utilization management and quality management, including HEDIS reporting and health plan preparation for NCQA assessments.  More recently, he served as the Medical Director of LifeTrac, one of the nation’s premier transplant networks and led the organization through successful JCAHO accreditation.

An Alpha Omega Alpha medical honor society graduate of Loma Linda University School of Medicine, Dr. Mera completed his postgraduate training at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto.  He has had extensive clinical experience in general Pediatrics, Pediatric Hematology/Oncology and Emergency Medicine.  Board certified in Pediatrics, he has held academic appointments at Loma Linda University School of Medicine and the University of California at Irvine.  He is a fellow of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. He was an examiner for the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award Program for three years.   


The meeting will take place in the Broadway Room.

A lunch buffet will be served.
	If you plan to attend the September meeting, please respond to Kelvin Wursten at The Regence Group as soon as possible, but no later than 10:00 am Thursday, November 12th:

Email:
kgwurst@regence.com

Phone:
(503) 225-6863
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